THE OLIVE TREE
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On a hill by the sea stood an olive tree that was thousands of years old. Its trunk seemed dead and its branches bore no leaves.

Once the olive tree was young and full of life. It produced many fine olives and gave glorious shade. 

Its olives were carried to other places, where some were planted. The trees that grew gave olives, where none had grown before. 

And people knew that these olives really came from the old tree that stood on the hill by the sea.

The old tree still stood. No one had cared for it and lightning had struck it. But still the tree stood. Its roots were deep in the earth.

One day an olive grower came to the hill by the sea, bringing back saplings that were descended from the old olive tree. 

Seeing the old tree, the olive grower could tell it had much strength inside and would give olives once more. The olive grower grafted the saplings on to it and their fresh youth grew on the old, strong roots.

Neither flood nor famine nor fire had ever destroyed the old tree’s roots. The saplings flourished, producing fine olives. People everywhere wondered at this new growth and fruitfulness.

The old tree offers shade again and gives olives to all who ask. Its beauty is a joy. 

The old tree still stands on the hill by the sea. Now it is young again and will never die. 

	‘The Olive Tree’ is in the style of story that Jews often use to express something that has a deep meaning. Some of these stories are very old. Some are quite new. ‘The Olive Tree’ is written today.

This kind of story often has symbols in it—symbols in WORDS. When we read or hear a story like this, we do not have to believe that the events really happened in the way they are told. This kind of story has another—and deeper—kind of truth to tell.

The olive is one of the ‘Seven Species’ of Israel—the plants that have special importance in The Land of Israel. The other six are: grapes, figs, dates, pomegranates, wheat and barley.




First read or listen to ‘The Olive Tree’ and the notes in the box below it. Then answer these questions:

1. In the story, what do these things REPRESENT or SYMBOLISE?

a. the hill by the sea

b. the olive tree thousands of years ago

c. the roots of the tree

d. flood, famine and fire

e. the olives taken to other places

f. the olive trees that grew in other places

g. the olive grower who came to the hill by the sea

h. the young saplings

i. the olives that are grown today

j. the shade that the olive tree provides again

2. Why did the ‘olive grower’ come to the hill by the sea?

3. Why does the story say that the olive grower brought BACK saplings?

4. EITHER explain what the story about the olive tree ‘says’ to you

     OR show what it ‘says’ to you in the form of a picture

This could be your own drawing, or a computer assisted picture or a collage of cuttings or any medium or combination of media.
