A DREAM OF A PLACE

King Solomon was one of those people who paid a lot of attention to their dreams and every morning he went through in his mind what had happened in his sleep. Often his dreams made no sense to him at all and he would ask other people what they meant.

Although King Solomon was supposed to be wise, there were actually many choices he found hard to make. What was bothering him was where to build the Temple.  Obviously it had to be somewhere that everybody could get to easily. It had to be in beautiful surroundings... but there was something else.  The place itself had to say something about what the Temple was for, what the whole idea was of worshipping God. One morning, Solomon leapt out of bed and knew the exact spot...

On the top of Mount Moriah, there was a field owned by two brothers. They got on well and worked hard to make things grow. If they had any problems, they talked them over, and they always made decisions together. 'What shall we plant this year?' they'd say and they'd sort it out. Whenever they had to buy something for their field, they paid half each and at the end of the harvest they divided the crops evenly.

The only difference between them was the way they lived. One of them had a house in a corner of the field where he lived on his own with just a few animals. His brother was married, had several children ranging from babies to teenagers, and they lived in the house in the opposite corner of the field.

One evening, the single brother wondered, 'Why do my brother and I get the same? He has several mouths to feed but there's only one of me! I know, in the morning I'll take him some of the crops from my barn... oh, but he'll never accept them. I can just hear him saying, 'Fair's fair! We put the same in. We take the same out.' I'll have to get it to him when he's not looking. As soon as it's dark, I'll fill a sack in my barn, trudge across the field and over the hill to his barn. Then I'll empty it into his granary and slip quietly back across the field.  He'll never know how it got there and he'll have a lovely surprise.'

At exactly the same moment, the married brother wondered, 'Why do my brother and I get the same? I have a wonderful family.  My wife and I care for our children while they are young and we know they will care for us when we are old.  But my brother lives all alone.  I wonder if he is lonely.  I know, in the morning I'll take him some of the crops from my barn ... oh, but he'll never accept them.  I can just hear him saying, "Fair's fair! We put the same in. We take the same out." I'll have to get it to him when he's not looking. As soon as it's dark, I'll fill a sack in my barn, trudge across the field and over the hill to his barn. Then I'll empty it into his granary and slip quietly back across the field. He'll never know how it got there and he'll have a lovely surprise.'

At dead of night, each brother set out for the opposite corner, with a heavy sack on his back. Each crept into his brother's barn, laid down his gift, silently closed the door behind him and hurried back in secret.
But when they returned to their own barn, each brother found a sack still there. Utterly mystified, he loaded up once more and began the journey back to his brother's store. Again and again, there was always one more sack.

Up and down, back and forth they went, bearing loads of love through the night.

As dawn broke, the two brothers crossed on the top of the hill and saw each other face to face. Realising what had happened, they started to laugh. Then their hearts filled up, tears flowed down their cheeks, and they hugged and danced till morning.

There are many Jewish stories that look for meanings or explain a meaning in through an imagining something that happened. This kind of story tries to answer people's questions about life in general or about just one thing.

About 2000 years ago, when some Jews were wondering why their Temple was built in a particular place, this story about the two brothers was told.
A DREAM OF A PLACE

Solomon was one of those people who __________ a lot of attention to their dreams and every __________ he went through in his mind what had happened in his __________.  Often his dreams made no sense to him at all and he would ask other __________ what they __________.

Although King __________ was  __________ to be wise, there were actually many choices he found __________ to make.  What was __________ him was where to build the Temple.  Obviously it had to be somewhere that everybody could get to easily. It had to be in beautiful __________ ... but there was something else. The place itself had to say__________ about what the Temple was for, what the whole idea was of worshipping __________.  One morning, Solomon leapt out of __________ and knew the exact spot...

On the top of Mount Moriah, there was a field owned by two brothers. They got on __________ and worked  __________ to make things grow.  If they had any problems, they talked them __________, and they always made decisions  __________. 'What shall we plant this  __________?' they'd say and they'd sort it out. Whenever they had to buy __________ for their field, they paid half  __________ and at the end of the harvest they divided the crops __________. 

The only difference between __________ was the way they lived. One of them had a __________ in a corner of the field where he lived on his own with just a few __________.  His brother was __________, had several children ranging from babies to teenagers, and they lived in the house in the opposite corner of the __________.

One  __________, the single brother wondered, 'Why do my __________ and I get the same? He has several mouths to feed but there's only one of  __________! I know, in the morning I'll take him some of the __________ from my barn... oh, but he'll never accept them.  I can just hear him __________, 'Fair's fair! We put the __________ in. We take the same __________.' I'll have to get it to him when he's not __________. As soon as it's __________, I'll fill a sack in my __________, trudge across the __________ and over the hill to his barn. Then I'll empty it into his  __________ and slip quietly back across the  __________. He'll never know how it got there and he'll have a lovely  __________.'

At exactly the same __________, the __________ brother wondered, 'Why do my brother and I get the same? I have a wonderful __________.  My wife and I  __________ our children while they are young and we know they will care for us when we are __________.  But my brother lives all __________.  I wonder if he is lonely. I know, in the morning I'll take him some of the crops from my  __________... oh, but he'll never __________ them. I can just hear him saying, "Fair's fair! We put the same in. We take the same out." I'll have to get it to him when he's not looking. As soon as it's dark, I'll fill a __________ in my barn, trudge across the field and over the __________ to his barn. Then I'll  __________ it into his granary and slip quietly back across the field.  He'll never know how it __________ and he'll have a lovely surprise.'

At dead of __________, each __________ set out for the opposite corner, with a  __________ sack on his back. Each __________ into his brother's barn, __________ his gift, __________ closed the door behind him and hurried back  __________.

But when they returned to their own __________, each brother found a sack  __________. Utterly __________, he loaded up once more and began the  __________ back to his brother's store. Again and again, there was always one more __________.

Up and __________,  __________ and forth they went, bearing loads of love through the __________.

As __________ broke, the two brothers crossed on the top of the __________ and saw each other __________. Realising what had happened, they started to  __________. Then their hearts filled up, tears flowed down __________, and they hugged and danced till __________.

First read or listen to A Dream of a Place and the notes in the box below it. Then answer these questions:

1. EITHER summarise the events of the story in your own words. 

     OR create a cartoon strip to tell the story.

2. Do you think the brothers should have the same share of the harvest? Why? If not the same, which one should have more? Why? 

3. Did you have any idea that the two brothers would do the same for each other? What did you think would happen in the end? 
4. Choose a word or a few words to say what made the place on the hill special in the story. 

5. How did Solomon’s dream help him decide on the place to build the Temple? 

6. What is the most important part of—or ‘scene’—in the story? Illustrate that part or ‘scene’ as if it was going to be a book cover for the story. Your picture can be of the place as it looked 3, 000 years ago or you can set the story at a place today.  

7. Why do people sometimes want a special place for worship? 

8. What else could happen in a place to make it be remembered as somewhere special for worship?

