AM I FREE?

A

A is in her 30s and is a skiing instructor. She lives in a mountain village, where the snow falls thick in winter. From an early age, she has trained hard at skiing every day in the cold months. In summer, she does exercises to keep fit. “The best feeling,” she says, “is skiing fast down a steep slope and then taking off—whoosh!—so that I’m flying through the air, with the whole world below me. At that moment, I feel I could do or be anything!”
B

B works on a farm for twelve hours a day—digging the ground, carrying heavy sacks and pushing a huge cart. The farm owner pays him such low wages that sometimes he cannot even feed his family. He longs to work somewhere else but all the farm owners are the same and he cannot afford to buy land of his own. “I have a wonderful wife and children,” he says, “and I love the evenings at home. We talk, laugh and sing together—and dream of a better life!”

C

C lives in a country where the army patrols the streets. She is not allowed to wear what she likes outside her home and she can’t go out at certain times. She must never talk to foreigners. There are all kinds of books and films in other places that are not allowed in her country. Punishment for breaking the law is extremely harsh. “They can tell me what to do and say,” she thinks, “but they can never tell me what to think or feel.”
D

D has a school exam right now. He’s been staring at the questions for ages and doesn’t think he can answer any of them. Last night he kicked a ball around outside, with his brother. After that there was something good on television. He looks around the room now: everyone else seems to be writing away. “I’m probably going to get awful marks for this exam,” he thinks. “I wish I’d done some revision instead of wasting time. Next term, I will…” 
E

E was in prison for about a year but one night he and a group of inmates escaped, and went on the run. He is in hiding, right now, and needs to stay there for a while. “I must change my name and the way I look so that I’m not so easily recognised,” he thinks. “ I’ll definitely have to move away from my local neighbourhood—it’s too risky—and I’ll probably never be able to go back there.”
F

F is an elderly woman. She and her friends go to Bingo once or twice a week: sometimes she wins but mostly she loses. At the weekend, she also buys at least one lottery ticket and puts a bet on the horses: sometimes she wins but mostly she loses. She plays cards for money, too: sometimes she wins but mostly she loses. “My family and friends keep telling me to stop gambling,” she says. “But I’m not breaking the law and it’s my money so I can do what I like with it!”
1. Read each of the story boxes A—F, one by one. 

2. Think about the ways in which EACH of the people (A—F) is FREE and the ways in which they are NOT FREE. Write these ideas in the chart. 

3. Think of a title for EACH story to draw out its meaning. You might find one of the phrases in the story useful for this. 

4. Copy this chart, making it bigger so that you have enough space to write. 
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4. Fill in the chart, including the titles you chose for the stories.

5. Which one of these six people do you think is MOST FREE? Explain why. 

6. Which one of these six people do you think is LEAST FREE? Explain why. 

